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HAT ancient things shail we 
study at this time? You 
may be the happy possessor 


of it already, but, if not, 
we will drop into Woolworth’s “Five 
and Ten” and make a purchase, not 
of an “antique” but just of a plate or 
a cup and saucer showing the ancient 
design of the Chinese Willow Pattern, 
so choice to our grandmothers in their 
day. 

Of course, you were told the sad 
but romantic story of the two lovers, 
which the design portrayed. To think 
all these years there was nothing 
more to it than that, and now to 
learn that it probably had to do with 
an ancient Secret Order like Free- 
masonry! 

Here is the story, as given in one 
of the earliest printed accounts, in 
an English publication of 1849: — 


“Onee upon a time there lived a 


very rich Mandarin who, after a long 


life spent in oppressing and plunder- 
ine the poor cultivators of the soil, 
retired to a fine palace on the banks 
of a broad river. (A later version 
makes him out as a corrupt Custom’s 
Official). He had a beautiful daugh- 
ter, named Koong See, and also a 
private secretary, named Chang. In 
due course these two young people 
fell in love, and it was not long 
before the Mandarin discovered the 
fact and promptly dismissed Chang 
from his service, for he decided to 
bestow his daughter on an old, ugly, 
but rich, duke, and would not think of 
her marrying a humble scholar like 
Chang. He warned Chang that if he 
again attempted to see Koong See he 
would be slain, and he locked up the 
girl in a suite of rooms behind his 
banquet hall, where he always sat. 
As the suite was surrounded on three 
sides by water he thought she was 
perfectly safe, and considered that 
the baleony which overhung the river 
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would enable her to obtain sufficient ; 


married, and lived for a short time 


fresh air and sunshine to keep herj|in safety, but after a while soldiers 


healthy. Therefore, to make assur- 
ance doubly sure, he built a stout wall 
across the path which led down to the 
bridge that linked the palace gardens 
with the mainland. 

“After a time the Mandarin in- 
formed his daughter that he had 
betrothed her-to a duke and she was 
to be married when the peach trees 
bloomed in the Spring. But shortly 
before the fatal day she received a 


message from Chang that he would, 


manage to see her before the wedding, 
and suggesting that they should elope. 
A few days later the Duke called to 
see her father and gave him a box of 
jewels for the future bride. These 
the Mandarin handed to Koong See 
and then returned to the banquet hall 
to entertain his future son-in-law. 
“While they were thus engaged, 
Chang, clad like one of the servants, 
passed boldly through the hall, 
shifted a large screen so as to cover 
his retreat, and then went into the 
suite of rooms where Koong See wus 
kept prisoner. The lady needed no 
persuading, but gave him the box of 
jewels to carry, picked up her distaif, 
and, followed by him, quietly crept 
through the banquet hall out into the 
garden. They had only just reached 
the bridge when the Mandarin gave 
chase, brandishing a whip. There 
are three figures shown on the bridge. 
“Owing to the amount of wine the 
Mandarin had drunk his movements 
were uncertain, and the two lovers 
outran him and escaped to the main- 
land. The former nurse of Koong 
See met them on the other side of the 
river and took them to her own house, 
which is shown in the plate, at the 
left hand corner. Here they were 


who had been sent in search of them 
came to the house and demanded ad- 
mission. The back of the house over- 
hung the river, and while the nurse 
held the soldiers in parley at the front 
door Chang jumped into the river, 
swam out to mid-stream and brought 
back a boat which was moored there. 
In this he earried off Koong See to 
safety. 

“In this boat they travelled into the 
Yang-tse-Kiang, and at length came 
to a small island where they decided 
to settle. They sold some of the 
jewels and with the proceeds bought 
the island, where Chang built a house 
and cultivated the svil. Here they 
lived for many years in great content 
and had several children, of whom 
one, a boy, later became a Chinese 
Sage. Unfortunately however, Chang, 
who could not forget his literary 
training, wrote a book on agriculture, 
which became famous and_ brought 
him much renown, but it also led to 
his undoing, for it enabled the old 
Duke to discover where he dwelt. 

“So the Duke sent a detachment of 
soldiers, who fell upon the island, and 
though Chang and his servants de- 
fended the gateway of the house for 


a long time he was at length cut 
down. As soon as she saw _ this, 
Koong See rushed into her inner 


chamber, fired the house, and perished 
amid the flames. When the Gods 
saw what had befallen the two lovers 
they were filled with pity and changed 
them into two immortal doves, while 
the Duke they afflicted with a terrible 


disease, which soon slew him.” (The 
doves figure conspicuously in the 
pattern in the upper part of the 


design.) 
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The earliest English china with 
this design appeared about 1780. It 
immediately became a popular pat- 
tern, but where it came from, what 
its origin, remained a mystery. No 
genuine Chinese original has ever 
been discovered in China. One type 
of Chinese plate, called the Canton 
pattern, is very similar, while silk 
pictures of Paradise incorporated in 
Chinese embroideries feature much 
the same landscape, the bridge, the 
figures on the bridge, the peach tree, 
the island and shrines, etc., though a 
couple of storks, or herons, in mid- 
air replace the two doves of our 
willow pattern. 

J.5.M.Ward, in his study of the 
Hung Society, devotes considerable 
space to presenting relevant facts 
and arguments which suggest—if not 
actually prove—that it was the Hung 
brethren who circulated the design, 
and that the plates were “like the 
Masonie china in Eneland of the same 
period, but more subtle, and conveyed 
to the initiated a deeper meaning; 
and that they seem to have origin- 
ated in South China at the end of the 
third quarter of the 18th century, that 
is to say, about the time of the Rising’ 
of the Triad Society, and in the very 
districts in which it was strongest.”’ 
The facts concerning the design are 
significant and the details fit in more 
accurately with the ritual of the 
Triad, or Hung, Society than they do 
with the alleged story circulated to 
explain it. Ward says: “It is ob- 
vious that if these plates were circu- 
lated by Hung brethren in order to 
hearten each other during a time of 
persecution they would have to devise 
some innocuous story to explain the 
design, and yet one which to the in- 
itiated would be sufficiently near to 


the original to remind them of the 
obligations into which they had 
entered. It also seems probable that 
the Government officials were not 
hoodwinked, but saw through the 
disguise, and made a point of destroy- 
ing these plates wherever found. [If so, 
this would explain why a_ genuine 
Chinese original of this design has 
never been discovered in China, al- 
though long and diligent search has 
been made for it.” 

In other words, the Willow Pattern 
Plate is the tracing-board, as it were, 
of the ancient Hung Society, “con- 
cealed” in a pretty love-story for the 
profane, but “revealed”, to those who 
knew, in the esotericism of the 
symbols used, the order of its events, 
and the dual application of meanings. 
This makes it so interesting to us 
that we will study it more deeply. 

In the first of this series (Sep- 
tember, 1931) we gave an epitome of 
much Traditional History of the 
Order. In the ceremony of initiation 
the ritual states: “When the candi- 
dates are properly prepared the 
Master enters the anteroom aione, 
having first unhraided his hair, and 
relates to them the Traditional 
History. Later, in the Lodge itself 
the Vaneuard is put through a cate- 
chism of 3382 questions upon it, the 
answering of which it was said took 
up an hour of time. Then when the 
candidates had entered the Lodge they 
were given the same identical 
questions for another hour. 

Now, let us pick out the high lights 
of that Traditional History, with our 
eyes on our Willow Pattern Plate: A 
jealous Emperor turns against the 
monks who, under a previous ruler 
had fought valiantly for his country, 
and to whom had been given power 
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and honor, and a big monastery for 
their own. Influenced by an ambit- 
ious Prefect, the evil Emperor sends 
a gift of poisoned wine to the 
monastery by him, who thus plans to 
dispose of all the monks. The poison 
plot is exposed and thwarted at the 
banquet table, but the Prefect orders 
the monastery fired and all the monks 
would have perished in its flames had 
not a black and yellow cloud billowing 
from the statue of Buddha miracu- 
lously formed a causeway over which 
a few escaped from the building. 

The survivors were still pursued 
by the soldiery and after a _ time 
“cornered” at a point of flight where 
further progress was barred by water. 
All chance of escape was cut off, 
when again their righteous prayers 
wrought another miracle. Two genili 
appeared te them upon a cloud and 
raised a second magic bridge which 
enabled them to cross the _ waters. 
(Some versions say “a wide and 
deep river”, and a bridge was made 
to span it. Most versions however 
give it as “open sea’, and a boat ap- 
peared in which they put forth and 
fled.) When the soldiers came to the 
spot they saw nothing,—‘neither was 
there any bridge or boat, only open 
waters.” 

This “Hung Boat” is a very prom- 
inent symbol in Oriental imagery, 
and finds its later (?) analogue as 
the Solar Barque, or Boat of Ra in 
the Egyptian mysteries. It appears 
in Babylonian, Syrian, African, and 
South Sea legends; it even ventures 
into Christian symbology as Charon’s 
Ferry, or Barque of Souls. It stands 
for the means of transportation over 
the element “Water”, as the other 
Bridge was always connected with 
“Fire” and its realm. 


In the course of the Hung ceremony 
of initiation there are 53 questions 
about this Hung Boat. These would 
make an article by themselves, and 
many articles more for explanations. 
To us they appear to display more 
occult and mystical knowledge than 
can possibly be made out from the 
present-day Masonic catechism. We 
cannot pass them by ~ without 
reference and interpretation. 

From them we derive that, at the 
foot of a mountain blocking the Path, 
the boat was found waiting to take 
on the Hung Heroes. Three people 
were in it. The Captain stood in the 
bow, his wife in the stern. (Even in 
yur Woolworth ten-cent sample of the 
pattern, we can clearly make out the 
first named.) The third personage in 
the middie of the boat is not named, 
though elsewhere he is designated as 
“The One Man” in the ship “for whom 
we wait.” The name, surname, place 
and date of birth of the Captain and 
his wife are called for, and _ their 
replies make significant symbolism. 
As translated from the Chinese by 
Ward the Captain’s name is “Great- 
ness of Virtue”. He was born about 
midnight (the hour of the birth of all 
the Messiahs). The wife’s name was 
“Peach” (lucky fruit) and she was 
born at midday (the hour of the 
Masonic tragedy.) They stand as do 
midnight and midday opposite each 
other in the Hung Boat. 

Question: The hours Tsz and Wu 
are opposite each other, how then 
could these two be together in one 
ship? 

Answer: On the Hung ship it is 
good if they stand opposite to each 
other. . 

The heroes coming on board pass 
between the Captain and his wife out 














of sight into the hold of the vessel. 
It is plainly evident that those two 
persons stand for the two pillars, or 
the two opposites—the Chinese Yang 
and Yin—and between these opposites 
all the Hung heroes must enter. The 
same as in Freemasonry. 

Then follows much questioning as 
to the boat, or ship, itself: 

Number of holds and their awn- 
ings: deck-boards and of what kinds 
of woods, of what length and breadth; 
number of keels, how many seams 
and what amount of caulking 
necessary to fill the seams; how many 
nails used; the god or goddess of 
each part; number of masts, sets of 
sails on each, and the bow-lines on 
the leach of the sails; who poled and 
who superintended the tackle. Final- 
ly: 

Question: What thing was most 
precious on the ship? 

Answer: A pure white pearl 

A subtle numerology, physiology, 
psychology teaching the constitution 
of man, his planes of consciousness, 
—the three of body, soul, and spirit, 
—the five senses, the seven steps of 
progress, the ten perfections and 
twelve signs of completion. Very 
subtle! Wonderful correspondences! 
The exoteric simple and _ practical! 
The esoteric profound and transcen- 
dental! 

A description of the voyage follows 
this series of questions, with the 
lakes, rivers and seas travelled upon. 
There was one curious temporary 
landing: 

Question: Did you land anywhere 
on the journey? 

Answer: Yes, at the ravine Khu- 
chu. 

Question: Did you see anything 
there? 
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Answer: Two pots of red bamboo. 

Question: How many plants were 
there? 

Answer: In one pot 36 and in the 
other 72; 108 altogether. 

Question: Did you take away any 
of them? 

Answer: I took home 108 plants. 

Question: Why did you want so 
many ? 

Answer: I wanted enough for the 
use of my thousands of brethren. 

Question: How many were left? 

Answer: I did not pick all and 
there were still plenty left. 

Question: How can you _ prove 
that? 

Answer: By this verse: 

The red bamboo from Canton is rare 
in the world. 

In the groves were 36 and 72. 

Who in the world knows the meaning 
of this? 

When we have accomplished our task 
we shall know the secret. 
Symbolically this part of the ritual 

must teach that the “secret” consists 

in the gaining of all possible exper- 
ience and the perfection of soul; and 
that, in the soul’s development it 
gathers and absorbs into itself the 
characteristics represented by the 

108 plants, yet, for all that taking, 

the 108 plants are still available for 

every other evolving soul. 
The boat comes to anchor at the 
island where three rivers meet. 

“The united waters of the three 
rivers have flowed for myriads of 
years. 

Travellers are not allowed to stand at 
the head of the bridge. 

But he who has entered and drunk of 
the water of the three rivers 

May roam over the world as he 
wishes.” 


6 


Does that not sound very much like 
receiving master’s wages that would 
allow of travel in foreign countries? 
The Isles of the Blest where the boat 
delivered its voyagers is Paradise, 
but travellers must, as aspiring souls, 
go farther; they must go under the 
Bridge of the Buddhas, enter the 
stream of mingled waters from the 
three rivers and pass through to the 
City of the Gods. (See Sept. 1931 
installment.) 

Let us now examine the argument 
advanced by J.S.M.Ward, i.e., that 
the love-story concealed—covered over 
—the symbolical mystical teachings 
of a Secret Order. The Mandarin in 
the one story is the Emperor in the 
other, while the wicked Prefect corre- 
sponds to the Duke; the Lovers sug- 
gest the monks; the destruction of the 
abbey by fire parallels the firing of 
the lovers’ house; even the banquet 
hall in which the Mandarin and the 
Duke were feasting may be an artful 
reference to the feast at _ the 
monastery at which the poisoned wine 
was discovered. In the story it was 
the Mandarin who started the trouble, 
but it was the Duke who finally 
destroyed the lovers. In like manner 
it was the Emperor who gave _ the 
orders for the destruction of the 
monks, but it was the Prefect who 
earried them out. 

But, as Ward points out, if we 
interpret the Willow Pattern Plate in 
terms of the Hung ritual, the reading 
of its events must be in reverse order 
to the action and incidents in the 
exoteric story. (This is a curious 
example of the reversal of direction 
of the two journeys in the Masonic 
ritual—one the journey of physical 
earth life, and the other of meta- 
physical afterdeath experience.) 
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The story opens in the palace 
portrayed near the center of the design 
moves on to the bridge, then to the 
house on the island, then to the boat 
and another island where the lovers 


meet death and are changed into 
immortal doves. Doves represent 
the soul. As the tracing-board of 


the Secret Hung Society, which design 
is faithfully to depict in symbols the 
journey of a Hung Hero to Paradise 
over the realms beyond the grave, the 
reading of it starts at the doves and 
goes in reverse. Passing through 
the realm of Fire first it comes forth 
to find the Hung Boat ready to bear 
the souls to the “Isles of the Blest” 
in Paradise, a half-way island be- 
tween earth and the Celestial City of 
the Gods. 

From the Isles of the Blest the 
Bridge of the Three Buddhas connects 
with Muk Yang, the City of Willows, 
with its temples, peach orchards and 
great containing wall,—the Abode 
which was the goal of the mystical 
journey. One lone willow prominent 
at the entrance conveys its name. 
But it has no living person in it for, 
as the ritual teaches, its houses are 
for Hung Heroes when they shall 
have overthrown Ts’ing (Darkness) 
and restored Ming (Light). 

A number of discrepancies are to 
be easily noted between the story and 
the picture. These discrepancies seem 
necessary to harmonize with the 
concealed intent. For instance: “It 
is difficult to believe that any artist 
who was trying to illustrate a well- 
known fairy story would resist the 
temptation to depict the indignant 
Duke rushing down the steps of the 
banquet hall in pursuit.’ Or, put 
another way: “How is it that the 
father got so near to the runaways 
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and yet there is no sign, anywhere, 
of the prospective bridegroom in pur- 
suit. He*may have been old and de- 


erepit but surely he would have 


reached the door, at least, if only to 


encourage the Mandarin.” Yes, but 
any human being in sight in Muk 
Yang would have vitiated completely 
the symbol] that told of the Journey- 
End. Neither would four figures in 
pursuit on the Bridge of the Three 
Buddhas have told the right tale as 
to Time—Past, Present, and Future. 

Again, the story has it that the 
father built a wall to keep Koong See 
from reaching the bridge, yet the 
wall is pictured where it in no way 
closes the road to the island. But 
the traditional Muk Yang was a 
walled city, and the wall naturally 
appears in the design to so designate 
it. And, off-hand, one would remark: 
“Why is it called the Willow Pattern 
anyway, for there is only one willow 
tree to be seen— and many peach 
trees abound?” It was Muk Yang. 
Yang means Willow; Muk Yang, the 
City of Willows. It stands for the 
mystical city corresponding to the 
Holy Zion of the West, the New 
Jerusalem. The willow was to the 
Chinese brethren what the acacia 
symbol is to Masonry. It is interesi- 
ing to know that Muk Yang also was 
the name signifying “The Lodge” of 
the Hung Society. In the arranye- 
ment of the Temples, a Peck Measure 
was placed on the altar in which a 
number of flags and banners were 
displayed. The Peck Measure or Tub 
itself was called Muk Yang. 

The story makes no attempt to ex- 
plain the presence of the shrine on 
the island at the head of the bridge, 
whereas, if the design is really meant 


to follow the Hung ceremony, there 
would be at that place the shrine of 
the tablets of Departed Brethren. 
And the tablet is there in the picture. 

These and other small points surely 


do indicate that the story circulated 
was invented to explain the plate, but 
was not the origin of it, while the 
correspondences to the symbology of 
the Hung teaching strengthen to a 
certainty that line of argument which 
would make the pattern a tracing- 
board of a Great Secret School, issued 
as a token, so to speak, to reach and 
cheer its persecuted initiates. 

Truly has this study greatly in- 
creased our own interest in and at- 
traction for the old Willow-ware. 
And it amplifies and tests our concep- 
tion of the phrase: “To conceal, yet 


reveal.” 
We might add these interesting 
items: That, in the Hung ceremony 


of opening the lodge, the Master, 
after the invocation, offers a cup of 
tea, poured out as a libation first to 
the East, then the South, next the 
West, next the North, and lastly to 
the Centre. After which he mounts 
the rostrum and presents the various 
officers with their flags of office, each 
one going to his allotted station: One 
near the altar ready to give out the 
purifying water of the Three Rivers; 
two to guard the Bridge; one to rouge 
his face and take up his position near 
the fiery furnace; and one to sell fruit 
at the stall in the market-place. The 
Generals take position on either side 
of their respective gates, and the 
Inner Guard, or Red Staff, is stationed 
at the outer door. 

If you do not possess this design 
among any of your wares, better trade 
with Wooiworth’s “Five and Ten.” 
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By the late Dr. George H. Wright, 320 


(Reprinted by permission) 


at ARMONY is the strength 
and support of all well- 
regulated institutions.’’ 


This maxim applies not 
only to Masonry, but to every organ- 
ized brotherhood, whose object is the 
improvement and advancement of 
humanity, especially in its moral and 
spiritual aspects. Indeed, the truth 
of this maxim is so self-evident that 
it might be accepted as an axiom. 
Yet so dull is the vision of the 
average mortal, so narrow his 
horizon, so prone is he to regard his 
own view as the only correct one, 
that the constant clashing of opposing 
views perpetually produces _ in- 
harmony. Discordant thoughts may 
be likened to the Marconi waves from 
differently attuned instruments, which 
interrupt each other, and destroy the 
message. 

Every institution of a moral or 
religious nature has, as a basis, one 
or two fundamental truths, about 
which there is little controvery among 
its members. Most of the dis- 
harmony that we observe in these 
organizations is due to disagreements 
over non-essentials. The dogmas 
and rites, which sooner or later 
develop, as a border or skirting to 
surround and adorn the basic truth, 
often become the sources of bitter 
controversies. These, if long con- 
tinued, create disharmony, perhaps 
even the disintegration of the organ- 
ization. The reason for this is that 


the basic truth is of Divine origin 
and therefore always harmonious; 
while, on the other hand, rites and 
dogmas are of human and finite 
conception, therefore of limited ap- 
plication, and so subject to the limited 
and changing views of the finite inind. 
Instances can be found in all relig- 
ions. 

Forms, rites, ceremonies, and 
symbols are therefore useful insofar 
as they have a moral application and 
are conceded to be non-essential. But, 
once let them become the dominant 
notes, then the theme of the 
symphony is lost, and nothing remains 


but discordant tones. The Masonic 
prayer, “Let brotherly love prevail, 
and every moral and social virtue 
cement us,’ has not always’ been 


answered in the affirmative. 

Along with the popular traditions 
and public religions of ancient times, 
there co-existed an inner organiza- 
tion, a Mystery school, which was the 
channel for the transmission of the 
so-called “Secret Doctrine”. Though 
we know much less about these secret 
doctrines than we would wish, on 
account of the silence practised by 
the devotees, and because the most 
sacred truths of all were never 
written, but transmitted by word of 
mouth, still enough is_ positively 
Inown to make it certain that each 
religious cult had its inner circles, to 
which none could be admitted except 
through the door of initiation. Every 
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Great Teacher passed through these 
portals. 

The Mysteries were to be found in 
every part of the world. In Egypt 
were the Mysteries of Isis and Osiris; 
in Persia, those of Mithra; in Greece, 
those of Orpheus, Dionysos ov 
Bacchus, Eleusis, and others; besides 
the venerable mysteries of India and 
Chaldea, the Druids and _ Goths, 
and other nations. The knowledge of 
these Mysteries is the key with which 
to unlock the secrets of the ancient 
world. 

Says Albert Pike the great mystic 
Mason: “Through the veil of all the 
mystic allegories of the ancient 
dramas, under the seal of the saered 
writings, in the ruins of Nineveh or 
Thebes, on the worn stones of the 
ancient temples, on the blackened 
face of the Sphinx of Assyria or 
Egypt, in the monstrous or marvelous 
pictures which the sacred pages of 
the Vedas translate for the believers 
of India, in the ceremonies of recep- 
tion practised by all the Mystery 
societies, we find traces of a Doc- 
trine, everywhere the same, every- 
where carefully concealed. Occult 
philosophy seems to have been the 
godmother of all religions, the secret 
lever of all the intellectual forces, 
the key to all Divine obscurities, in 
the ages when it was. exclusively 
reserved for the education of priests 
and king's.” 

The question is frequently asked: 
“Where did these Mysteries origin- 
ate?” To give an exhaustive answer 
would involve a lengthy treatise. 
Fortunately, the earnest and diligent 
investigator can find in the great 
libraries a wealth of learned works on 
Mysticism, Occultism and Mystic 





large and valuable collection at the 
House of the Temple, in the city of 
Washington. For present purposes, 
it may suffice to say that a perusal 
of these books, and the ancient manu- 
scripts and prehistoric traditions, 
vield a connected story, to which one 
may give credence or not, as his in- 
dividual judgment shall dictate. The 
story is somewhat as follows: 

The ancient Mysteries, it is claimed, 
originated with the first Great 
Teachers and Guides of humanity, 
they who were called “the Sons of 
Venus.” They it was who founded 
“the Great White Lodge” to which 
the ancient writings so frequently 
allude. These mighty Beings came 
to our Earth, here to labor for the 
evolution of our young humanity, 
then in its infancy, and infantlike 
in need of a guiding and supporting 
hand. 

In the earliest ages, it is recorded 
that occult knowledge was taught 
more or less openly. But in the 
course of time, humanity began evolv- 
ing a concrete mind, with its con- 
comitant pride and egotism, and oc- 
cult knowledge was used for base and 
selfish ends. The tradition of the 
lost Atlantis, regarded by Plato and 
some modern scientists as veritable 
history, shows the tragic conse- 
quences. When the Atlanteans were 
at the zenith of their civilization, and 
in possession of the occult powers, 
the abuse of these became so great, 
and the consequent menace to orderly 
human evolution so imminent, that 
there was no recourse except the 
destruction of that marvellous civi- 
lization, in order to prevent the utter 
degeneration and retrogression of the 
whole human race. The Atlanteans 


Masonry, there being an especially} had plucked the fruit from the Tree 
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of Knowledge; but they were driven 
from the Garden, before they could 
eat of the Tree of Life, and become 
as gods. The story of “the lost 
Atlantis” is preserved in Holy Writ, 
in the account of the destruction of 
the Antediluvian world by the great 
flood. After that cataclysm, occult 
knowledge was reserved exclusively 
for those who were duly and truly 
prepared, worthy and _ well-qualified 
to receive it. 

The Mysteries of India were com- 
municated by the Manu, Priest and 
King of that first branch of our Aryan 
race. This teaching fiowed west- 
ward, and mingled with the old 
Atlantean tradition, imparting to it 
fresh vigor and life. The Mysteries 
of the Greeks were introduced from 
India by Orpheus. However, from 
whatever source the nations derived 
their Mystery teachings, the meaning 
was ever the same. The Initiates 
were members of one great Brother- 
hood. At first, the Mystery schoois 
were conducted by Great Masters or 
Adepts; but, as time passed, and 
humanity developed sufficient capac- 
ity, the work was passed on to the 
more advanced pupils, and the Great 
Masters withdrew. 

Religion is innate in human con- 
sciousness; in other words, man is 
born a religious animal, and this is 
one of the radical marks of ditferen- 
tiation between man and the lower 
animals. Ethnologists admit that 
the presence of this religious instinct 
furnishes at least an indirect proof of 
the existence of a Supreme Being, 
who should be worshipped. Religion 
is therefore accordant with the 
harmony of the universe, 

Two conceptions, broadly speaking, 
are entertained in regard to the 


a 


source of religion. According to Dr. 
Annie Besant, in “Esoteric Christi- 
anity,” one school of thought may be 


styled that of the “Comparative 
Mythologists;” the other, the 
“Comparative Religionists’. Their 


opinions about the source of religion 
are diametrically opposed, while as 
to the facts underlying religions, the 
two schools are thoroughly in accord. 
The facts show a marked similarity, 
both in the teachings of the various 
religions and the characters of the 
Founders. as well as in the chief 
events of the lives of those Founders, 
who manifested a somewhat similar 
and perhaps an inevitable cycle of 
necessity, centuries prior to the ad- 
vent of our Christian Savior. These 
resemblances suggest a common 
paternity. 

The Comparative Mythologist con- 
tends that the resemblance mentioned 
arose from the common ignorance 
of primitive peoples. The natural 
phenomena of the universe, and the 
wonder they excited, produced like 
reactions in the minds of various 
races, and led to the personification 
of the cosmic forces as deities. Hence, 
this school maintains that our loftiest 
sentiments and noblest ideals are 
only a heritage from primitive super- 
stitions. Out of base animism and 
fetish-worship have evolved the 
sublime religious teachings of civi- 
lized mankind; and from the whirling 
medicine-man have evolved the saintly 
souls of the Great Teachers. 

The Comparative Religionist, on 
the other hand, insists that fetish- 
ism and the like are degenerated 
forms of higher teachings, surviving’ 
in degenerated remnants of old races 
and Divine Wisdom is the fountain 
whence religion flows; the religious 
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systems originated from the teach-|have been careful to entrust these 
ings of men on the threshold of} powers to none except those who, 
Divinity, constituting a great Brother-!after due trial, strict examination, 


hood of Light, the general Assembly 
of the Firstborn Sons of God; and 
these Great Souls, our Elder Brothers, 
gave out divine truths, from time to 
time, to different races, according to 
the special needs of each particular 
race and its capacity to understand. 
These Mighty Teachers were sent to 
Earth to lead and direct immature 
humanity on the Upward Path which 
leads to reunion with the Great Over- 
soul, whence we departed for a time 
to garner wisdom out of experience, 
to learn creative thought and _ the 
exercise of our Divine birthright, as 
the many sons of the Father. When 
perfected, we too shall be admitted 
into the hidden or occult Hierarchy, 
the qualified guardians of the spirit- 
ual growth of the human family. 
Man must be aliowed to exercise 
free-will to a certain extent, not in 
conflict with the Eternal Purpose. 
Otherwise, he would never learn Wis- 
dom. Inevitably, he makes mistakes; 
yet it is only thus, however severe the 
consequences of his mistake, that he 
can acquire Wisdom. ‘Through his 
mistakes and successes alike he gains 
experience, and _  transmutes his 
knowledge into wisdom. But he must 
complete the Temple of his character, 
ere he can safely be entrusted with 
the Word of Power. The conse- 
quences of its possible misuse would 
be disastrous to himself and to the 
world. The temptations to use 
occult power for selfish aims, as 
happened in Atlantis, is too great to 
entrust such knowledge to men who 
have not learned to subdue their 
passions. So the Occult Brother- 
hood, the Keepers of the Mysteries, 


purity of life and conduct, have 
proved themselves entitled to receive 
the same. 

Secrecy was enjoined in _ all 
the Mysteries, whether in Egypt, 
India, Greece, Palestine, or any other 
country where a secret Brotherhood 
existed. None of the Founders of 
Religions, as far as we can learn, ever 
committed any of their teachings to 
writing, On the contrary, the inner 
or esoteric Wisdom, which they im- 
parted to their disciples, was given 
privately by word of mouth, but the 
popular or exoteric teaching was 
given to the multitude under the 
penetrable veil of parable and 
allegory. “Give not that which is 
holy to dogs, nor cast your pearls be- 
fore swine, lest they trample them 
with their feet, and turn and rend 
you”. Such was the charge of Jesus 
to his chosen disciples; and yet he, 
the greatest of all Teachers, ended 
his life tragically. And if we take 
note of the fate of other Teachers, 
the need of secrecy in the ancient 
Initiations is obvious. 

(To be continued.) 


eR = ee oe ee 


The first issue in 1932 of the 
quarterly Official “Bulletin de la 
Franc-Macon.. Mixte” is of interna- 
tional interest as it contains a list of 
the members of the Supreme Council, 
a list of the Representatives in the 
various countries and also a list of 
the Lodges in the British, the French 
and the Belgian Federations. Copies 
may be obtained by addressing the 
Secretary, 5 Rue Jules Breton, Paris, 
18e, France. Ten cents a copy. 
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PRACTICE OF PRACTICE OF CHARITY — thus: “If 


In order to exercise the virtue of 
charity, both in the character of Ma- 
sons and in common life, with 
propriety and agreeable to good 
principles, we should forget, for the 
time, every obligation but affection, 
for otherwise it would be to confound 
charity with duty. The feelings of 
the heart ought to direct the hand of 
charity. To this purpose we should 
be divested of every idea of superiority 
and estimate ourselves as being of the 
same rank and race of men. In this 
disposition of mind we may be 
susceptible of those sentiments which 
charity delighteth in, to feel the woes 

and miseries of others with a 
genuine and true sympathy of the 
soul—lMasonic Home Journal. 


THE TROWEL. 

In an old ritual used by the Social 
Lodge, No. 93, Berwich, occurs the 
following passage: 

S. W.-—“By command of the W. M. 
I also invest you with the jewel of an 
E. A. It is the Trowel, and is called 
by us the Emblem of Circumspection. 
It is used by Operative Masons to 
spread the mortar and stop up all 
interstices in the Building, and by us, 
‘as Free and Accepted or Speculative 
Masons, emblematically to stop up all. 
interstices in the Lodge, so that not 
a sound shall escape from within, not 
an eye pry from without, whereby our 
secrets and mysteries may improper- 
ly become known to the popular 
world.” 

The I. G. of Lodge No. 75 (Love 
and Honour) wears a trowel as jewel. 
The number of the Lodge fixes the 
date as between 1792 and 1814. A 
minute of November ist, 1808, ends 


thus: “If Williamson is approved of 
for Tyler inside, it is understood that 
he should wear his badge of office, 
consisting of a Trowel.” 

In old days when two or more 
Brethren had been at variance and 
were again reconciled they were said 
to have “passed the trowel.” — The 
Bulletin. 


One of our good friends among Amer- 
ican Masons writes: 

“Of course, there is bound to be an 
infinite amount of prejudice and mis- 
representation in connection with any 
of your activities, because they stand 
for certain innovations in Masonic 
thought. Nevertheless, I am sure 
they will win out, because there is no 
reason in the world, that I can see, 
why a woman should not be as eli- 
gible to speculative Masonry, as any 

man is eligible-—but these matters 
take time. Rome was not built in a 
day. 

“IT note what you have to say as 
to the make-up of the membership of 
Le Droit Humain. Was not all our 
original Free Masonry sprung from 
the working and toiling classes? 
Then why should any group be 
ashamed of that? Rather, it is an 
honest claim to just pride, that Free 
Masonry has raised and elevated the 
conditions of the workin, classes, and 
made it possible for them, without 
feeling any humility or any inferior- 
ity complex, to meet upon the level 
with men who come from every 
station. That is one of the things I 
love and respect Freemasonry for. 





Every Great and Commanding Moment 
in the Annals of the World 

is the TRIUMPH of Some ENTHUSI- 
ASM.—Emmerson, 
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THE CO-MASONIC ORDER 


of our active and 
devoted members recently 
made the following state- 
ment before a joint Lodge 
meeting in Los Angeles: “The Co- 
Masonic Order has been in existence 
about a half century and we have 
accomplished very little.” 

We must take exception to that 
statement not only because it gives 
a wrong impression, but also because 
we feel that our good brother must 
have been in a pessimistic mood or 
else had failed to give the subject 
sufficient consideration. 

To be exact, the first Co-Masonic 
Lodge was opened in Paris in 1893 
or about thirty-nine years ago. Co- 
Masonry is yet very young. It will 
help to pass a fair opinion on what 
has been accomplished if ‘we keep in 
mind the fact that the founders of 
Co-Masonry had no idea of starting 
an International organization. They 
had in mind a French Masonic Lodge 
(or many for that matter) open 
equally to men and women. There is 
not a paragraph, or a word, in the 
first Constitution of Co-Masonry to 
indicate that the writer of it foresaw 


NE 


the possibility of extending the Order 
to other countries. As a result when, 
some years later, Lodges were started 
in other countries, difficulty after 
difficulty was encountered in trying 
to apply to an International organiza- 
tion a Constitution prepared for a 
National movement. 


And yet, notwithstanding these 
difficulties, notwithstanding the 
prejudice and active opposition of 


Masons in many countries, notwith- 
standing the active opposition of 
clericals who feared to lose their hold 
on women, notwithstanding the 
diffidence with which new ideas are 
met everywhere, notwithstanding the 
disintegration, deaths, loss of morals 
due to the world-war,—notwithstand- 
ing all that and more Co-Masonry has 
grown steadily if slowly and _  Co- 
Masonic Lodges are to be found to- 
day in almost every country. 

It seems to us that this spreading 
over the globe is in itself quite an ac- 
complishment. And that is not all. 
Masonic Lodges are also spread over 
the world, but Co-Masonry, in less 
than forty years, has accomplished 
something that the Masonry of 1717 
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has failed to accomplish in more than 
two hundred years. Co-Masons in 
adapting themselves to an _ Inter- 
national form of organization have 
made it possible for men and women 
of all creeds and nationalities to co- 
operate in the interest of universal 
brotherhood. 

While Anglo-Saxon Masons, dom- 
inated by dogmatism and un-Masonic 
prejudice, have refused for years to 
fraternize with Latin Masons, Anglo- 
Saxon and Latin Co-Masons although 
having about the same religious or 
non-religious views as the Masons of 
their own countries, have been able, 
for years, to work together harmoni- 
ously, all of them learning to under- 
stand and appreciate each other more 
and more, because they have placed 
Masonry above creeds and have not 
tried to interfere with others’ beliefs 
or non-beliefs. 

We have reason to be proud of the 
Internationalism of the Co-Masonic 
Order and to feel that it is a great 
accomplishment, the foundation of a 
future great organization. 

It is true that we have had no 
phenomenal growth. But that is 
rather to cur credit. Nowhere has 
Co-Masonry gone about with a brass 
band to attract members.  L[very- 
where quality has been desired rather 
than quantity as it is with quality 
alone that solid foundations can be 
built. And after all, we have grown 
continually: distance has been no 
barrier. And again, prejudice and 
oppression are no longer what they 
were some years ago. We have 
gained the esteem and the friendship 
of a growing number of good Masons. 
And that is no small achievement. 
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Bulletin of the Supreme Council the 
British Federation has _ fifty-four 
symbolic Lodges, ten Mark Lodges, 
nine Royal Arch Chapters and eight 
Chapters Rose Croix in Great Britain; 
eight symbolic Lodges, three Mark 
Lodges, and one Chapter Rose Croix 
in South Africa; three symbolic 
Lodges in Canada; nineteen symbolic 
Lodges, one Mark Lodge, one Royal 
Arch Chapter and three Rose Croix 
Chapters in India; two Symbolic 
Lodges and one Chapter Rose Croix 
in Ceylon; eleven symbolic Lodges, 
two Mark Lodges, three Royal Arch 
and three Rose Croix Chapters in 
Australia; four symbolic Lodges, one 
Mark Lodge and one Chapter Rose 
Croix in New Zealand. Have we not 
reason to be proud of the extension 
of our Order in the British Empire? 

The French Federation has seventy- 
three symbolic Lodges, seven Chap- 
ters Rose Croix and one Areopagus. 
And the French Federation is gener- 
ally accepted by French Masons as 
one of the Masonic Obediences in 
France. It holds fraternal relations 
with the Grand Orient, the oldest and 
strongest Masonic Obedience in that 
country. 

The Belgian Federation, although 
young, has twelve symbolic Lodges. 

The Bulgarian Jurisdiction has five 
symbolic Lodges and a Chapter Rose 
Croix. | 

The Spanish Jurisdiction has also 
five symbolic Lodges. 

The Finnish Federation has seven- 
teen symbolic Lodges, a Chapter 
Rose Croix and an Areopagus. 

The Greek Jurisdiction has 
symbolie Lodges. 

The Dutch Federation has nineteen 


two 


According to lists published in the; symbolic Lodges, one Chapter Rose 


last two numbers of the quarterly) Croix and two Lodges of Perfection 
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in Holland; two symbolic Lodges in{ Colorado Springs and Denver, on two 


Germany; two symbolic Lodges and 
one Lodge of Perfection in Austria, 
and one symbolic Lodge in Jugo- 
Slavia. 

The Scandinavian Federation has 
five symbolic Lodges in Norway; two 
symbolic Lodges in Denmark; six 
symbolic Lodges in Sweden and two 
in Iceland; it has also seven Boards of 
Installed Masters, three Mark Lodges, 
three Royal Arch Chapters, five Chap- 
ters Rose Croix and three Areopagi. 

The Swiss Jurisdiction has four 
symbolic Lodges and one Chapter 
Rose Croix. 

The American Federation has fifty- 
e‘'ght symbolic Lodges, sixteen Chap- 


ters Rose Croix. eight Areopagi, 
fourteen Boards of Installed Masters, 
one general and two regional 
Consistories. 


And there are yet to be listed the 
Argentine, the Brazilian, the Chilean, 
the Costa-Rican, the Dutch-Indian, 
the Mexican, the Peruvian and _ the 
Portuguese Jurisdictions. 

We must admit that the past 
thirty-nine years have not been 
wasted. During the next thirty-nine 
the development is bound to be 
much greater. 


A BRO. MASON VISITS LARKSPUR 


The visitor to Colorado for the first 
time has, of course, a variety of 
rare treats in store for him with 
scenic grandeur indescribable, and, 
set down in the midst of it ail, 
various little oases for human _re- 
freshment, where one may, in the 
words of Walt Whitman, the good 


gray poet, “loaf and invite’ one’s 
soul.” 
Just about half way between 


lines of railway, and also on _ the 
scenic paved highway. is located the 
town of Larkspur, and on its border 
the home and national headquarters 
of the Federation of Human Rights, 
—International Co-Masonry—presided 
over by the Very Illustrious Brother 
Goaziou, 33rd Degree, head of the 
movement in the United States, also 
a member in good standing of a 
regular lodge under the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of France, and 
Second Lieutenant Commander of his 
Supreme Council. 

Also, assisting him and co-oper- 
ating with him in this great work 
are Very Illustrious Brother Delwarte, 
38rd Degree, Grand Secretary of 
the American Federation of Human 


Rights, and Mrs. Delwarte, an 
ardent member of the Co-Masonic 
organization, 


To the American Mason the idea of 
the admission of women into Masonry 
seems strange, and under our system, 
unthinkable, but apparently  conti- 
nental European Masonry has_ not 
taken this viewpoint, and throughout 
the world the considerable interest 
being shown in the Co-Masonic, or 
Order of Human Rights, move- 
ment indicates the belief that there 
is growing more and more a convic- 
tion among Masons that what is good 
for man is good for woman also, and 
there is no logical reason why woman 
should be deprived of the _ rights, 
lights, and benefits of the ancient 
institution of Free-Masonry. 

Hence, the American Federation of 
Human Rights, as a branch of this 
great international movement, with 
its headquarters in this beautiful 
scenie spot of Colorado, famed for 
health, and for longevity, and the 
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salubriousness of the climate and 
surroundings. Here is the National 
Headquarters Building, adequate, 


well-arranged, and commodious, con- 
taining the national offices, a  well- 
fitted and equipped lodge hall for the 
purpose of conferring all the degrees. 
Here monthly communications are 
held, to which come members from 
all over the adjoining sections of 
Colorado,—and very frequently from 
far-distant states. Here also annual 
schools of instruction are held. 
Surrounding the headquarters is a 
group of cottages, used and occupied 
by the members, some of them per- 
manently and some of them from time 
to time, or for temporary purposes. 
The property owned and occupied by 
the Fedeation extends quite a distance 
around these cottages and leaves 
ample room for expansion. 
About nine miles northward, 
route to Denver, one comes to the 
County Seat town of Castle Rock, so 
named from the castle-like, rocky 
structure that dominates the 
town. We learned here that the 
Brothers Goaziou and Delwarte are 
both active members in the service 
Lions Club, and are recognized as part 
of the highly influential life, not only 
of Larkspur, but of the entire County. 
What a healthful, delightful place; 
what hospitality and cordiality! <A 
drive with Brother Goaziou over 
scenic portions of Colorado, and 
another drive with Brothers Goaziou 
and Delwarte as guides to Denver 
and through its beautiful residential 
district and parks are joys long to be 
remembered. An equally happy 
memory is my acquaintance with 
these good people, who with an ever- 


en 
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of ©. 2 world-wide, international 


Masonry. 
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FRATERNAL RELATIONS. 


The Masonic situation in Germany 
is rather unsettled and shows the 
lack of Masonic tolerance. 

Recently, the Grand Lodge of 
England entered into fraternal rela- 
tions with the three principal 
humanitarian Grand Lodges’. of 
Germany. Immediately the Grand 
Lodge of German Freemasons, the 
National Grand Lodge of Berlin and 
the Grand Lodge of Prussia decided 
to stop all relations with these three 
humanitarian Grand Lodges because 
they were guilty of the crime of 
having entered into fraternal relations 
with the Grand Lodge of England. 

The Symbolic Grand Lodge of 
Germany is not recognized as regular 
by any of the other German Grand 
Lodges although it holds fraternal 
relations with several Grand Lodges 
outside of Germany, among them the 
Grand Lodge of Vienna. This last 
Grand Lodge committed a crime in 
the estimation of the three humani- 
tarian Grand Lodges and they severed 
relations with it. 

In other words the humanitarian 
Grand Lodges excommunicated the 
Grand Lodge of Vienna for having 
extended fraternal relations to the 
Symbolic Grand Lodge of Germany 
and soon afterwards the excommuni- 
cators were excommunicated by the 
three Prussian Grand Lodges for the 
crime of having entered into fraternal 
relations ‘with the Grand Lodge of 


increasing group of co-workers and} England. 


adherents are laboring in the cause’ 


The situation is really laughable. 
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GRAND MASTER TORRIGIANI 


A FREE MASON MARTYR.| was abandoned there to die. 


Bleedy Mussolini’s Misrule Tertured 
Him To His Tragic End—Brother 
Masons Massacred By Fascists— 
But Masonry Will Live. 


(Reprinted from La Stampa Libera, 
September 4, 1932.) 


The dispatch of the Associated 
Press to the American newspapers, 
dealing with the death of Torrigiani, 
Grand Master of Italian Free Masons, 
contained biased and pro Fascist facts 
which contrast with the truth. No 
true information about the Fascist: 
dictatorship and its wrong-doings can 
come from the Rome Bureau of the 
A. P. while avowed Fascists of Mr. 
Cortesi’s type work for it. Dr. Fama’s 
article which follows is a_ direct 
answer to the Fascist propaganda 
broadcast by the Rome A. P. on the 
tragic end of a true lover of Italian 


through a crack in the wall and he 
How- 
ever, after nine months of this 
torture, Grand Master Torrigiani be- 
came totally blind, emaciated, and 
was on the verge of death when 
certain Fascist officers in command 
of the Fascist Garrison at Lipari 
having been moved to pity by the 
extreme misery, blindness and almost 
dying condition of the man, appealed 
to Mussolini to permit Torrigiani to 
return to his home there to die. After 
several months Mussolini, having 
thoroughly ascertained that the one 
time powerful and robust Grand 
Master of the Masons was now re- 
duced to a mere corpse, permitted 
him to go home where he died a few 
days ago. 


Grand Master Suffered 
for his Loyalty. 
This was anything but an act of 
pardon on the part of Mussolini for 
in 1926 Torrigiani was sent to the 


freedom, Vittorio Domizio Torrigiani. | Italian Devil’s Island for a period of 


Editor’s Note. 





The statement that Torrigiani, by 
the aid of his brother Masons, had 
succeeded in escaping from the Island 
of Lipari presumably to the Island of 
Corsica, and that after two years he 
returned to Italy and was pardoned 
by Mussolini is absolutely not true. 

The truth of the matter is that in 
1927, while Mr. Torrigiani was im- 
prisoned in the Island of Lipari, Mus- 
solini feared that he might escape. 
Therefore he immediately gave orders 
for the Grand Master of the Masons to 
be placed in solitary confinement in 
an underground dungeon of the old 
fortress without heat. His meager 
food and water was handed to him 


five years’ confinement. He was 


| liberated in October, 1931, after his 


sentence had already been completed. 
While Torrigiani was permitted to 
live for the past year in his villa in 
Pistoia his home was_ constantly 
guarded by a dozen or more Black- 
Shirts. His mail was opened and 
censored and not one of his letters 
was permitted to leave Italy. What- 
ever news we have had of Torrigiani’s 
condition has come to us’ through 
men who, although high officers in 
the Fascist Military forces, always 
held the highest esteem and venera- 
tion for Grand Master Torrigiani, who 
suffered incarceration, torture and 
even death for no other reason than 
because he believed in the _ great 
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principle of that great order 
which for twenty-five years he 
had presided, “Liberty, Equality and. 
Justice”. 

Mussolini’s persecution of the Mas- 
ons started in 1921 when Masonry 
took the stand against Fascismo 
realizing that the Fascist movement 
was illegal and aimed to destroy the 
constitution of the government of Italy. 
At first Mussolini tried to bribe Mas- 
onry to his side. Masonry declined 
to be bribed. Masonry refused to per- 
mit Mussolini to destroy all those 
great principles which had _ been 
bought by blood and sacrifice. There- 
fore Mussolini cried out his _ first 
challenge against Masonry which 
reverberated throughout the world. 
In one of his speeches in Turin he 
stated “I will destroy the pest Ma- 
sonry in Italy and when I have accom- 
plished that I will do my utmost to 
destroy it all over the world.” And 
on another occasion:— 

“If necessary we shall use the club 
and even the bludgeon. The arising 
new beliefs must be absolutely intol- 
erant. Either they are with me or 
against me. Either my doctrine is 
true or theirs. If I think that my 
doctrine is the true one, I can never 
tolerate the clandestine whispering, 
the laying in ambush, the cowardly 
slander and the infamous defamation. 
All these must be suppressed, uwup- 
rooted and buried”. 
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over ,a long discussion the Fascist Directors 


sent out a notice to the Italian. 
papers, which in part reads as 
follows: “Masonry must be destroyed 
and Masons should have no right to 
citizenship in Italy. To reach this 
end all means are good, from the 
club to the gun, from the breaking of 
windows to the purifying fire. In one 
word—no avenue of escape should 
be left open to Masonry. Those under 
suspicion must be watched in their 
person, in their business, in their 
mode of living. Fascisti must not 
associate or fraternize with any Ma- 
son. The Masons must be ostracised, 
each and every one, or their acts or 
movements, must be stopped. Their 
very life must be made impossible 
to live. Every Mason who is employ- 
ed by the state or municipality must 
be discharged. If employed by private 
concerns, the employers must be 
compelled to discharge them, under 
penalty of having their plants de- 
stroyed. Those Masons who are pro- 
fessional men must be completely 
boycotted by their clientele. The 
Same procedure holds true for busi- 
ness men and industrialists. Our 
action in this effort will continue to 
the end.” 

Following these inflamatory utter- 
ances by Mussolini and his hench- 
men, the most atrocious and criminal 
deeds were perpetrated upon the Ital- 
ian Masons, members of their fami- 


| lies, and their properties. The Masonic 


Masonry Must Be Crushed. 

On the 28th of October, 1925, the 
members of the Fascist Directors 
met to discuss the status of Masonry 
in Florence, — that Masonry which 
stood on its feet and had the courage 
to defy the Duce and his anti-demo- 
eratic or Bolshevik doctrines. After 


Lodges throughout Italy were ran- 
sacked and destroyed. Known Masons 
were attacked in the streets. The 
sanctity of their homes was violated 
and their property confiscated, and 
in every town throughout Italy there 
was a tragedy, the most outrageous 
of ‘which took place in Florence, that 
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great city which had burned alive[ted with the Masonic fraternity, and 


Gerolamo Savonarola and exiled Dante. 


The Masons Massacred by 
the Fascists. 

On the eve of the third of October, 
1925, at 7:30 p. m., a squad of Fa- 
scisti Blackshirts marched to the Via 
Ariento o. 10, the home of Napoleone 
Bandinelli, a venerable gentleman 70 
years of age and a Past Grand Master 
of the Mazzini Lodge in Florence. 
Two of the Fascist Squadrists entered 
his home, demanding of Bandinelli 
the names of all the Florentine Mas- 
ons. He answered that he had no 
such list and therefore could not 
supply it. Upon receiving this an- 
swer the two Fascisti struck the old 
man mercilessly. The screams of the 
old man were heard by Giovanni Bec- 
ciolini, a brother Mason who lived in 
an upper apartment in the same 
building, who ran to the rescue of 
the Past Grand Master who by this 
time was lying on the floor uncon- 
scious. Becciolini, seeing his brother 
Mason upon the floor, lying in a pool 
of blood attacked the two black- 
hearted, blackshirted Fascisti with 
such vehemence that he was able to 
snatch a gun from one of them and 
in the turmoil shot the Fascist at- 
tacker dead. This attracted the at- 
tention of the Squadrists who waited 
on the street. They in turn entered 
the house, shot Becciolini, killed Ban- 
dinelli and when the latter’s sister 
came in to the room, also attacked 
her and stabbed her to death. 

This was the beginning of what 
will go into modern history as a new 
St. Bartholomew’s Eve of Florence. 

The Fascisti, already crazed by the 
taste of blood, visited the homes of 


without warning, while these ‘were 
asleep with their families in their 
homes, murdered 137 in cold blood. 
These outrages continued for several 
days and nights. 

Mussolini is carrying on his fight 
against Masonry in the United States. 
Italian bankers, importers and 
exporters have been warned to dis- 
charge employees who are Masons. 

Members of the fraternity, who for 
many years worked loyally in the 
Italian consulates in this country 
have been discharged and ignomi- 
niously treated. 


Masonry Will Live. 

Has Mussolini destroyed Masonry 
in Itaiv? My answer is: THAT MA- 
SONRY IN ITALY HAS BEEN RE- 
BORN BY THE BAPTISM OF 
FIRE AND BLOOD. Mussolini can 
no more destroy Masonry than can a 
red ant destroy the great Pyramids of 
Egypt. 

The Fascisti, in their propaganda 
in the United States, often state that 
Mussolini was only against the York 
Rite Masons. As a matter of fact, in 
Italy there were the two branches of 
Masonry, the York and the Scottish, 
and Mussolini’s persecution and de- 
struction was carried on against 
both of them without discrimination. 

The Grand Lodge of Italy and its 
Master Torrigiani were thoroughly 
recognized by the Grand Lodge of 
the State of New York. In 1925 
Torrigiani made a visit to the Grand 
Lodge here and visited several indi- 
vidual lodges and friends. 

The Fascist propagandists in order 
to win favor with the American Mas- 
ons have tried to convey the idea 


those men suspected of being affilia- J that the Italian Masons were different 
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from the American Masons in their|of demands and temptations. 


ideals. This is absolutely false. The 
Italian Masons who had given their 
life blood, from their Grand Master 
Giuseppe Garibaldi to Domizio Tor- 
rigiani, stood for law and order and 
the perpetuation of the constitution 
of Italy based upon a representative 
form of government which = guar- 
anteed life, liberty and the pursuit of 


happiness. Therefore they could not' 


ally themselves with the Fascist re- 
gime, which took the government of 
Italy by force and threw into the 
waste basket the democratic govern- 
ment of Italy and its constitution. 

I am sure that American Masons, 
believers and upholders as they are 
of the Constitution of the United 
States and its government, would do 
exactly the same thing which the 
Italian Masons did should any illegal 
Fascistic revolutionary horde  over- 
throw our government by force and 


destroy the Constitution of the 
United States.——By Chas. Fama, M. 
Dy, 32°. 


SOME ANCIENT HISTORY. 


_Some day, some one will take time 
to go over our old files and dig from 
them many interesting _ stories. 
Recently, while looking for something 
else, we dug out a letter dated 
November 26, 1921, which explains 
why American Masons have, for 
years, persecuted and _ prosecuted 
several Masonic organizations started 
outside the jurisdiction of their own 
Grand Lodges. 

In the early days, before it became 
generally known that we were not in 
the business of selling degrees and 
that our financial affairs were no 
secret, we were plied with all sorts 
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We 
have on file letters from Masons who 
pretended to be profanes and wanted 
to know how and for how much they 
could get our degrees. Other Masons 
called and wanted to go out and 
secure members for us on commission. 
They all learned that we had no de- 
grees for sale and that we paid no 
commissions. 

In this country Masonry is and has 
been for a long time quite popular 
even among ignorant men. This has 
made it possible for unscrupulous men 
to obtain money under false pretense. 
Some twenty-five years aga, the 
agents of a Kentucky man were selling 
degrees, up to the 88d inclusive, in 
the Monongahela Valley at _ prices 
ranging from $50 to $300. A young 
and foolish member of our Order was 
a victim. Another, a New Eagle, Pa., 
business man was approached and 
told a wonderful story about the ad- 


vantages of being an _ Inspector 
General in the Kentucky organiza- 
tion. The price was $300. The 


“prospect” was hard to convince so 


\ the agent reduced the price as low 


The 
There were, 


as $50. That was a mistake. 
prospect refused to bite. 
however, several victims in that 
region who soon learned, to their 
sorrow, that the papers received in 
exchange for their hard earned money 
were totally worthless. 

We are publishing the letter 
mentioned above, believing that it 
will serve a useful purpose: 


“About two years ago I took as high 
as the 32° in the American Masonic 
Federation in Balboa Lodge at San 
Diego, California. While I was tak- 
ing the blue lodge degrees I was 
under the impression that I was be- 
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coming a Free and Accepted Mason 
in the American York Rite but I soon 
perceived that I had been imposed 
upon and that I had been initiated 
into a different branch. I also 
discovered that the majority of the 
membership of the lodge were low- 
brow and undesirable people consist- 
ing principally of saloonkeepers, bar- 
tenders, bootleggers and underworld 
characters. As a consequence [ 
ceased to attend the Lodge and 
several months later moved to San 
Francisco. There conditions turned 
out to be worse. Three or four 
organizers were reaping a filthy 
harvest by gathering up the offscour- 
ine’s of the Greek and Serbian under- 
world and conferring 32 degrees on 
them in half an hour in some foul 
basement, cellar or office cubbyhole. 
The local lodges were powerless as 
the organizers were under the sole 
jurisdiction of Thomson himself. The 
eminent commander of the local 
council was a Jew. He ran a fish 
restaurant and used his fish cellar to 
confer the highest degrees on anybody 
that could pay his price. He not only 
peddled them for money but traded 


them off for groceries and _ other 
articles of barter. He was hand and 
glove with the crooked organizers. 


The scandal became a stench so that 
the Grand Jury took the matter up. 
Most of the candidates believed they 
were entering the Free and Accepted 
Masons and when they found out 
their mistake they complained to John 
Wicher, Secretary of the York Rite 
Grand Lodge who laid the matter 
before the Prosecuting Attorney. I 
was one of those called before the 
Grand Jury, but Prosecuting Attorney 
Brady and his assistants were Roman 
Catholics and did not push the matter 
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very hard, They put ail types of 
Masons into one class. I left San 


Francisco before the case was finally 
disposed of. 

“The amount of money obtained in 
this way by Thomson and his crooked 
organizers was enormous, but it ap- 
pears it was the only way in which 
he could raise expenses for his 
junketing trip to Switzerland, where 
he made the silly attempt to have 
himself crowned as supreme head of 
all Masonry in the world. According 
to Thomson all Masonry but his own 
is clandestine and the only way to 
purge it of its clandestinism is to 
come into Thomson’s fold and kiss 
his big toe and acknowledge him as 
universal Masonic pope. 

“In my time I have lived both in 
France and in Italy. While in Paris 
I knew Malatesta, Libertad, Cipriano 
and other leaders of liberal thought. 
Over here I have known Caffaro and 
Di Molli of the Lavoratore Italiano 
both of whom I understand know you. 
I believe that many years ago, I met 
you casually at Charleroi, Pa., whiie 
you were editing a paper there. 
Having come in contact in Europe 
with real workers for the brother- 
hood of man you can imagine how I 
felt when I found myself in the miry 
doliarism of Thomson and his gang 
of crooked money grubbers.” 


About a year after the above letter 
was written, Thomson and some of 
his co-workers were tried in Salt 
Lake City, found guilty and sent to 
the penitentiary for a number of 
years. 

A book, “The Thomson Masonic 
Fraud” published soon afterwards 


gives an interesting account of the 


organization and the trial. 
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CO-MASONIC NEWS 


Germany. 

The Co-Masonie Lodges in Germany 
have started to publish a magazine 
entitled “Nachriten”. From it we 
learn that the Lodges are gaining 
new members and that Lodge No. 
906, Berlin, has opened a library. 


Oakland, Calif. 

Free Thinkers Lodge No. 546, Oak- 
land, Calif., held an open picnic at 
Grand Canyon Park, Richmond, July 
1932, inviting the public and mem- 
bers to hear very interesting talks by 
BB. S. Oberto, R. W. M., Charles 
Ponsetti, Or., and F. A. Viglia, See’y. 
This was followed by a dance. The 
several hundred friends and members 
who attended had a most enjoyable 
time. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 

At a recent communication of 
Helios Lodge No. 360, Orient of Los 
Angeles, the BB. expressed them- 
selves on the subject, “What Masonry 
Means to Me.” 

A live, helpful hour, with profit to 
all who participated, was the result. 

Strength and Light might be said 
to be the keynotes of the _ replies: 
strength variously expressed as 
confidence, co-ordination of mind and 
body, stability, courage; light on the 
problems of life, the realization of 
the Light within, the recognition of 
the Light in others, Masonry as a 
beacon light giving clearer under- 
standing of the law of T.G.A.Q.T. 
U., and illumination of the philoso- 
phy of life. 

One said: No great structure is 
ever built without much attention 


being given to the foundation, and 
the greater the structure, the more 
enduring it is intended to be, the 
greater the preparation. 

To become a Mason is to take a 
definite step in the laying of the 
foundation of the spiritual structure 
which each one of us is here to help 
build. It is to openly and definitely 
ally ourselves with great Cosmic 
Forees which assist in the building 
and help us in living to our highest 
ideals. Our uniting with this Great 
Cosmie Brotherhood places our feet 
firmly on the path of growth and 
inner development, thereby taking us 
out of the ranks of the commonplace. 

It gives us an inner urge to live up 
to the responsibilities placed upon us. 
Insofar as we live up to those 
responsibilities we build character. 

And another: Masonry means to 
me a school or religion in which all 
wisdom and all religions are synthe- 
sized. We are “builders”; the plan 
of the Great Architect of the Universe 
is worked into perfect form through 
us—from the simple to the more 
complex forms of bodies, organiza- 
tions, communities, states, nations 
and planets. 

Masonry is the Cup or Grail that 
holds the hidden mysteries. In Co- 
Masonry we are privileged to be 
pioneers for the new age, building the 
new forms for the new Wine of Life. 
The male and female principles are 
unified in action in laying the corner 
stone for the “Universal Temple not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 

The Temple of the Incoming Spirit 
of the New Age must be beautiful 
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and with less limitations than the old. 

It is these Ideals that keep me in 
Masonry. 
of Ritual, but knowing Perfect Law 


I am not by nature a lover 


lies back of perfect form I am trying 
to work with these Laws. We should 
be glad to be found worthy to be 
Craftsmen in the building of the New 
Civilization. 

One expressed it about as. follows: 
Masonry means many things to me, 
but above all it means the realization 
—not the intellectual conception—but 
the living, pulsating realization of 
the essential oneness of man with 
the Divine Being. 

That the Great I Am is the I Am 
of me. We may well believe this to 
be the genuine secret of Masonry— 
the Lost Word—nor will our acquaint- 
ance with that great degree, of which 
the object is the restoration of those 
lost secrets, in any way alter our 
opinion. 

But Masonry is veiled and looks to 
her children to raise the veil them- 
selves. “I Am, and there is none 
else, saith the Lord,” cried the 
ancient Hebrew prophet thousands 
of years ago, and the cry has echoed 
all down the ages for those who have 
ears to hear. 

it is fairly certain that most people 
who have looked at all into the 
deeper side of Masonry, would agree 
that the great central truth of this 
oneness of man with the Divine is 
proclaimed in its many allegories 
and symbols; that within each one 
of us is a mysterious “Dweller in the 
Innermost” who is in truth the ulti- 
mate reality of us all. 

Again and again one finds’ the 
“Dweller in the Innermost” indicated, 


and one should note that it is to the 
inner chamber of the heart that one 
must go to receive just dues, for it 
is always the God within that must 
be the judge. 

Obedience is one of the great 
Masonic duties. But while one owes 
to lawfully 


authority, in Masonry it means to me 


obedience constituted 


a symbol of the obedience one owes 


to that “Dweller in the Innermost” 
who becomes increasingly conscious 
as one progresses along the way of 
spiritual unfoldment. 

Within the Lodge is enthroned a 
trinity of Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty: Wisdom, without which one 
can in no way progress, is like a 
wonderful store within, a great ocean 
of knowledge. All that man has ever 
attained has been found by diving 
into its depths and drawing forth the 
pearls hid in its mighty waters. 

Strength, that grace by which one 
is enabled to dive, that power by 
which one draws on the divine store. 

And Beauty, the love and devotion 
which spurs one on to dive. It is 
also the Pearl of great price for 
which in the end all must dive, and 
of which the great Master of Wisdom, 
Love and Power, said that when a man 
finds it he goes away and sells all 
that he has to obtain it. 

A wonderful key to the meaning of 
Masonry is the fact that all ‘which 
transpires within the Lodge is but 
an image of the psychological and 
spiritual processes which are taking 
place within each brother. 

Every Brother who has_ passed 
through the chair of K.S. should be 
a GUARDIAN WATCHER in his 
Lodge. 
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IN MEMORIAM. 


The Bulletin of the British Federa- 
tion brings the sad news of the pass- 
ing to the E. G. L. of Ill. Bro. F. D. 
Harrison, P. M. etc. 32°. He was 
one of the “old Guard” that  exer- 
cised a guiding hand in the formative 
period of the British Federation. The 
Bulletin says: 

“Tnitiated in 1888 under the Grand 
Lodge of England, he worked actively 
in his Yorkshire Lodges and Chapters 
for years, duly passing the Chairs. 
He affiliated to our Order in July 
1904, at a time when the ban had not 
been imposed by Grand Lodge, and 
when that moment came he chose to 
remain with us. 

“His Masonic work appeared to be 
influenced by the independent York- 
shire character and that special York 
Masonic tradition of which he was 
proud. He held strong views as to 
the purity of Masonic forms, but also 
a wide and progressive outlook. He 
was of the old school that regarded 
the existence of a printed ritual as 
something of a scandal, or at best a 
necessary evil; and in his early days 
had learned his work orally while 
perhaps tramping the moors with a 
Brother. At a time when his services 
were most needed, and experienced 
workers few, he remained with us, 
always ready to help in the develop- 
ment of the Order even if critical of 
certain tendencies. He held the 
office of Grand Secretary from 1909 
to 1913. He was full of humour and 
of a great kindness.” 

Bro. Harrison was also of much 
help, in the early days, to the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation. 
The difference between the 








that when the first English rituals 
were received from London they 
contained much that needed elucida- 
tion. Bro. Harrison did his best to 
enlighten us and we _ shall always 
have a pleasant remembrance of his 
kind and helpful letters. 

The Co-Masonic Order, started by 
Masons in good standing, received 
from the early days the co-operation 
and good will of many Masons in 
several countries. 


From New York comes the news 
that Dr. Ephraim D. Klots, husband 
of Ill. Bro. Constance E. Klots, died 
at the Rhode Island Hospital in 
Providence on August 12th. 

Dr. Klots was born in New York in 
1870, received his medical degree from 
the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Columbia University in 
1894. He was a member of the 
medical board of the Metropolitan 
Hospital from 1899 until 1922, wien, 
at his request, he was transferred to 
the consulting staff. He also served 
on the staff of the Hahnemann 
Hospital until after it was merged 
with the Fifth Avenue Hospital. At 
his death he was Associate Professor 
of Clinical Medicine in the New York 
Homeopathic Medical College and 
Flower Hospital, and Associate At- 
tending Physician at Flower Hospital. 

Ill. Bro. Constance Klots, his 
widow, is an ardent worker for the 
Co-Masonic Order. She served several 
years as Master of Wor. Lodge “Marie 
Deraisme”, No. 352, Or. of New York, 
and at present holds the office of M. 
W. of Sov. Chapter “Agape”, No. 68, 
Val. of Brooklyn. To her and to her 
son, Prof. Alexander B. Klots, of the 


French | University of Rochester, we extend 


work and the English work was such] our profound and heartfelt sympathy. 
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in ancient times. | 
charged in-every Country to be of the | - 
Religion of that Country: or Nation, 
is thourht |’ 
~ more expedient enly te oblige then: to. bership, . 
that Religion. in which all Men. agree, 
leaving their particular opinions. to. 


themselves; that is, to be good ‘Men 


- CONCERNING GOD — 
AND augers Oe 


A MASON is obliged, ny his tenure, | 
and. if he | 


to obey the moral ‘Law; 
rightly ‘understands the Art, ' he will 


never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an 
‘irreligious LIBERTINE. But though 


whatever it was, yet it 


and true, or Men of Honour and 


Honesty, by whatever Denominations 
or Persuasions. they may be jis- 
tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 7 
the Center of Union, and the means” 
of conciliating true Friendship A 
Persons that must have remained at a- 


perpetual distance—From Anderson’s 


tonstitution of 1723. 


To the extent that Masons, in 


“various ‘countries, have departed from 


the above declaration, Masonry has 
ceased to be a Center of Union. 


to unite people who will otherwise re- 
main at 2 perpetual distance. : 








practicing the ideals 


a _| Broterhodd. 
MASONS _ were | 


It iz 
time to discard sectarianism and to re- 
turn to fundamental principles so as 
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as well as een: ‘the intolerance ‘that 
| would condemn ~ any member for. 
practicing, in the: profane world, a. 
religion of his choice, It will then be 
able to retain its International ‘char-_ 
acten and to become a powerful in- 
str ument in disseminating and 
of. Universal . 


Wherever creeds and Somane’ are 


adopted, and members are obliged tu 


subscribe to them as the price of mem- 
individual Reason and 


Conscience are dethroned and. Free- 
dom of Will is lost. 
‘such state of affairs may never pre- 


Let us pray that 


vail in the Co-Masonic Order. Every 
member must always feel free in his 
search for more en rote 


LODGE GOODS. 
- When in need of Lodge maternal or 
regalia of any kind, send your orders 
to the American Federation of Human 
Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


‘Whatever we may not have on hand, 
we will order = ‘for you promptly. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. > 
For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic 


Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise 


and bequeath to the Cgtasell of Ad- 


ministration of the American Feder- 


ation of Human Rights, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the 


‘District. of Columbia, (describe gift 


or devise or both as the case may be) 


to be used for the support and main- 
--|tenance of the Home established in 

May G-Masoney ever remain free | 
from disintegrating elements of re- 
~ ligious dogmatism and. sectarianism 


Larkspur, -Colo., in such manner as 


may. be determined by said Council Se 


ot Administration. 





The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
ander the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds ea regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 





, The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. 








